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“The Century: America's Time - 1953-1960: Happy Daze”
According to the video, following the end of the war in Korea, America’s focus was now making things simple at home following President Dwight D. Eisenhower's declaration of bringing back the America of his childhood. All the citizens were committed to making this happen and would not allow space for anything threatening to derail this dream. However, towards the end of the 1960s, they would discover that not everyone was willing to simplify things.
After World War two, America was in a 'happy' place as based on the economic boom that it was experiencing. During this time, more Americans were in white-collar jobs, and bank deposits increased. With the white-collar jobs came the social customs where it was a norm for everyone in the corporate world to dress the same. The people working in the corporate world were following a specific norm, which was inclusive of the dress code and even the diet.
The other feature that was characterizing the 'happy' American society during the 1950s was increasingly becoming a couple-society. The narrator states, "…in 1957 ninety-seven percent of all marriageable men and women were married." All social events were involving couples, and those who were not in marriages were side-lined. These couples would then move to the tract homes of the modern suburbs with front lawn grass. The lawnmower became 'a thing' in those days. In those days, the place of the woman was at home attending to household duties while the man went to work. With such a setting, the rate of reproduction in these suburbs was high since they were the ideal locations for raising a 'happy' family.  
In these homes, the mode of entertainment was the television. It was common to find the whole family seated in front of the TV watching their favourite television shows, sometimes even in the morning before going to work or school. With the television came the boom in the advertisement industry. Since there was a consumer society, owing to economic growth, the Americans were buying in bulk, propelled by impulse buying. However, soon these constructs of society would start experiencing challenges. 
The first challenge in society came from the print media in 1953, with the first edition of 'Playboy" magazine. This was the beginning of sex talks, a topic that only came out behind closed doors. The next blow on the construct of society came in the form of music from musicians like Lloyd Prince and Elvis. Music brought out a sensation in the young generation like no other. This led to massive rejection from the older generations who argued that the music was using vulgar language and was highly suggestive.
The most significant blow to the 'happy' daze came in the form of civil rights demonstrations. Following the arrest of Rosa Parks in 1955, the black community would boycott public buses until their cry for equality was heard, which happened in 1956 with the desegregation order from the Supreme Court. This would, however, become an again issue with the admission of nine African American students to Little Rock Central High School.  Following the law for the integration of schools in 1954, the Governor would order the National Guard to bar nine black students from getting into Little Rock Central High School. This saw the president send troops of the hundred and first airborne to escort the kids into the school.
The narrator is very skilful in using literary devices to help him bring out the intended message clearly to the viewers. In this documentary, one of the tools he uses is irony. In the 1950s, America is in a good place, though, ironically, Americans still practice oppression of the blacks and even women. The other device used in the video is intonation as the narrator varies his tone to emphasize the points he is trying to bring out; for example, his exclamation when mentioning the Korean War.
“The Century: America's Time - 1960-1964: Poisoned Dreams”
This video notes that the period between 1960 and 1964 started with a lot of promises and high expectations of great things to come, especially with the election of a young President, John F. Kennedy. Socially, the period would see more civil rights demonstrations that seemed to be gaining momentum towards achieving the liberation of the black man. However, as things would unfold, the dreams and aspirations in individuals within all sections of society would prove to be very costly even for them to bear. That is what is described as the poisoned dream.
Following his election, President John F. Kennedy took over the presidency at a time when the tension of the Cold War was lingering high. Soon after his election, the Soviets sent the first man, Yuri Gagarin, to outer space to orbit the earth aboard the Vostok spacecraft. To the Kennedy administration, this was a challenge much as it was the cause of fear. With the Soviets accessing outer space, they had technology that would allow them to attack any part of the U.S at any time. Soon after the Vostok spacecraft orbited the world, the U.S sent their own John Glenn into orbit. This was a competition between the superpowers. After the failure of the CIA scheme in Berlin in 1961, the U.S and the Soviets came close to starting a nuclear war. Schools in the U.S were even integrating survival skills in the curriculum, building bomb shelters, and also conducting atomic bomb drills.
The Americans were tipped off, even more, when American surveillance planes discovered Soviet's nuclear-tipped missiles in Cuba. The war was getting much closer. This would be the beginning of talks between the U.S and the Soviets about nuclear weapons. In his speech at the American University in Washington in 1963, President Kennedy seemed as though he was accommodating the Soviets, who were pro-communism. What came after was the first U.S-Soviets comprehensive nuclear ban treaty. In November that year, he was assassinated.
In the 1960s, America saw several Civil rights demonstrations that demanded equality between the blacks and the whites. Their dreams of living in an equal society were met with brutal violence that came from law enforcement and even from the general population.  In the South, segregation was still in practice despite being ruled out as illegal. This prompted a group of young civil rights activists known as the freedom riders to take a mixed bus to Alabama. On reaching there, they confronted by an angry mob that beat them up. This prompted the formation of the SNCC movement, which took the demonstrations to Birmingham.
The Birmingham protests were the most violent and ugliest scenes in America. These protests brought global attention to the ratio segregation and oppression in the U.S, which would ultimately lead to the March on Washington in 1963. However, as if to ignore what happened the previous year, four black college students were thrown out of an eatery and arrested. What followed was a series of demonstrations across the South, which were then met with brutal force and violence. The equality and civil rights war were far from being won.
In an attempt to bring out an in-depth interpretation of the contents of the episode, several literary devices were used. One of the most commonly used tools is imagery. The narrator, as well as some of the interviewees, spend significant time describing the youthful nature of the newly elected president, especially compared to the previous presidents. The other device is antagonism. Throughout the episode, the Soviets are made to appear as the "bad guy" out t destroy the United States. 


